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HOMESWEST HOUSING — RESIDUAL CURRENT DEVICES 

Statement by Minister for Housing and Works 
MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Housing and Works) [2.04 pm]: In September I made a 
statement to the house following the tragic death of a small boy at Roebourne. I would now like to update the 
house on the further action taken with the residual current devices inspection and installation program. 

As previously advised, the department is installing RCDs in all state housing properties where it is identified that 
they are not currently fitted. All remaining public housing properties throughout the state have now been visited 
for the purpose of inspection, and, as at 20 November, one property was awaiting the installation of an RCD and 
32 had not yet been able to be accessed. All other properties have an RCD or are no longer owned or managed 
by the department. 

The department is working through those properties to which access has not been possible. If necessary, the 
department issues a seven-day contact letter, following with a “breach of tenancy” notice if the tenant does not 
respond, as the Residential Tenancies Act requires the tenant to give access. 

An ongoing RCD installation program is well underway in remote Aboriginal community properties and urban 
Indigenous housing organisations managed by the department. The completion date for this project is mid-
December. Although this is longer than originally estimated, it is due to the logistics of implementing the 
program in remote areas with limited access and in communities where occupants are often not contactable to 
allow admittance to properties at the time of inspection. 

These are not cursory inspections; they are inspections that meet Australian standards as well as statutory and 
EnergySafety Western Australia requirements. Inspection of electrical installations in both remote and urban 
communities has resulted in extensive work on service connections; earthing; the replacement of covers on 
switchboards and water heaters; the repair of over-exposed live electrical connections; and upgrading of 
switchboards to incorporate the RCDs for power, lighting and air-conditioning circuits and other non-RCD 
circuits. I am advised that many installations are taking between eight to 10 hours of repair and maintenance 
work before they are deemed safe. 

Finally, I have asked the Auditor General to conduct an investigation into the department’s performance in this 
issue. I understand that the Auditor General is still finalising the scope of the audit, which may include other 
agencies. I expect that the Auditor General’s investigation will provide a comprehensive assessment of the extent 
to which the department did or did not carry out its role adequately with respect to the RCD installation program. 
Having said that, I believe that the inspection and installation work that has been done by the department over 
the past three months, with over 8 500 properties visited and inspected statewide, means that we can now have 
confidence that within the very near future, all public housing properties throughout Western Australia will have 
these life-saving devices installed. 
 


